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Your heath and wellbeing depend upon the quality of the environment where you live.  Cyclically, the health of your local environment depends largely on the way individuals and communities treat the environment.  Your local environment can be defined as your watershed. 

When rain falls, it flows across the land, into groundwater and streams, and eventually into rivers and lakes.  In the process, it can wash contaminants into the water.  While there are no perfect land uses, well managed farms, natural habitats and environmentally sensitive communities can actually protect water quality as they contribute far less polluted runoff to water bodies than other land uses.  
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Thriving watersheds return the favor by providing drinking water protection, soil and water quality protection, food and forest protection, and habitat protection to make our everyday lives healthier and more enjoyable. 
Briefly describe the physical boundaries of the Watershed.  Describe major characteristics of the watershed such as major stream, rivers or waterbodies, primary landuses, keystone and endangered native species and habitats, human population, recreational and tourism trends, major industries. 

WELCOME TO THE ________________________________ WATERSHED

Briefly describe some of the key areas of concern in the area, such as threatening/polluting industries, loss of open space, parks, farmland and forests, algae blooms, degradation of public drinking water, loss of key or endangered habitats, uncoordinated growth and development, stormwater, etc. 

WHAT ARE THE CONCERNS IN THE ________________________WATERSHED?

Describe what federal, state, county, local or private efforts are being made to address local watershed concerns.  Describe need to continue these efforts.  Also describe next steps and how the community and individuals can help. 

WHAT IS BEING DONE TO ADDRESS THESE CONCERNS?

WHAT ARE THE LONG TERM GOALS FOR THE _________________________ WATERSHED?

Describe the long term goals for the watershed?  Do you want to reopen previously closed public water supplies? Preserve open space? Establish greenways along major water supplies?  Install stream buffers?  Etc…
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:  


20XX ___________________ WATERSHED REPORT CARD





	
	Indicators
	Current Conditions
	Trend*
	Last Year’s AccomPlishments
	Grade†
	Plan for Action

	Drinking Water 
	Quality of Drinking Water

	 
	
	
	A
	

	
	Safety of Drinking Water


	
	
	
	
	

	
	Quantity of Drinking Water


	
	
	
	
	

	Soil and Water Quality 
	Maintenance of Floodplain Functions
	
	
	
	X
	

	
	Status of Wetlands
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Quality of Existing Riparian Forest Buffers
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Existing Water Quality
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Change in Amount of Impervious Areas (Streets, roofs, parking, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Quality of Stormwater Runoff
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Status of Septic System Maintenance
	
	
	
	
	

	Food and Forests
	Community Support for Agriculture
	
	
	
	X
	

	
	Farmer Participation in Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Amount of Farmland with Conservation Plans
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Forest Health
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Amount of Forestland with Management Plans
	
	
	
	
	

	Habitat 
	Diversity of Fish and Wildlife
	
	
	
	X
	

	
	Species and Habitats of Greatest Conservation Need
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Fragmentation of Habitat and Loss of Wildlife Corridors
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Adequacy of Stream Base Flows
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Presence of Stream Barriers Such as Culverts, Dams, Etc.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Water-based Recreation Activities
	
	
	
	
	


































Insert map of watershed.  Mark and label areas of concern if possible.








______________ County Soil and Water Conservation District


Address Line 1


Address Line 2


City, State, Zip code


Phone: (555) 555-5555


Fax:  (555) 555-5555


Email: contact@swcddomain.com


Website: www.swcdwebaddress.com








______________ County Water Quality Coordinating Committee


Address Line 1


Address Line 2


City, State, Zip code


Phone: (555) 555-5555


Fax:  (555) 555-5555


Email: contact@wqccdomain.com


Website: www.wqccwebaddress.com
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Insert scenic photo from watershed.





Insert scenic photo from watershed.





Insert scenic photo from watershed.
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REpORT CARD





This report card provides a brief overview of the health, improvements and current conditions of the 


______________________ Watershed.





Your watershed is your home,


and your wellbeing depends on its ability to provide safe food, drinkable water 


and breathable air.





This Report Card can help your community understand evaluate and monitor the environmental health of your watershed.







































































Trends





Conditions Improving





Conditions Unchanged





Conditions Worsening








* Trends are based on long term changes in physical conditions. 





Grades





A 		Excellent


B 		Good


C		 Fair


D 		Poor


F 		Failure


† Grades are based on how well last year’s goals have been achieved.














