Resolution #2

Submitted by Division 1

A Request for NYACD to Continue to Lobby the Governor and NYS Legislature to strengthen the NYS Environmental Protection Fund
WHEREAS the New York State Government recognized the need to establish dedicated environmental funding in good economic times and bad, and

WHEREAS there is a need to provide a reliable source of funding for essential natural environmental programs in New York State, and
WHEREAS New York State, the third most populated state in the Union, created the Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) in 1993 as a dedicated trust fund to preserve New York’s historic natural resource heritage while “working with local governments, not-profit conservation organizations and private landowners to” conserve New York’s outdoor legacy,  and
WHEREAS the Fund is not dependent on state budget fluctuations and is supported by revenue from the State’s Real Estate Transfer Tax, which has been tested in previous economic downturns and remains a source of increased investment that will protect and improve water quality, air quality, conserve critical space and farmland, as well as sustain important environmental education for present and future generations, and
WHEREAS the EPF touches every citizen of New York State when they drink water, enjoy  the wonder and beauty of New York, or work on projects that benefit the local economy, public health, and our environment, and
WHEREAS New York State’s clean and healthy natural resources provide countless environmental assets that are irreplaceable, and the continued raiding or elimination of the EPF to support the fiscally strapped budget of the State’s governor, especially during tough financial time, will impair the economy, increase pollution, and have a long-lasting and devastating consequences,  and
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the New York Association of Conservation Districts continue its legislative support of the EPF, a fund that is not dependent on state budget fluctuations, and support the continuance of the present funding source ensuring all New Yorkers a safe and healthy environment,  and therefore
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Association of Conservation Districts support Senator Carl L. Marcellino’s Senate Bill titled: Provide that Special Revenue Fund Shall Not Be Transferred or Loaned Temporarily Without Specific Statutory Authority.
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