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®
Providing Today, Protecting Tomorrow

Funding for Soil & Water Conservation Districts (SWCDS) via the
Environmental Protection Fund (EPF)

Reimbursements to Districts
= In 2008, SWCDs provided over $11 million in reimbursable technical services to NYS. This figure is
expected to increase this year.
=  SWCDs have become the primary local service provider for many state natural resource conservation programs,
for local governments, agriculture and nonagricultural landowners, and public infrastructure.
= Increasing reimbursement will allow SWCDs to build capacity and be able to provide the necessary technical
support needed to implement mandated programs that will protect natural resources and human health for New
York’s residents.
®  Funding to SWCDs must at minimum, remain intact for 2010-2011
o SWOCD funding attracts numerous outside funding sources, such as federal monies, which multiplies the
impact of the original investment.
o Investment in SWCDs is a workforce multiplier as SWCDs employ trained technicians, contractors, and
many other local business entities so as to fulfill projects.

Agricultural Non Point Source Grants

= Applications for Round XV (FY 08-09) of the Agricultural NPS Abatement and Control Grants program
exceeded $24 million.

= Requests have always exceeded available funds, and requests will most likely increase as many CAFO sized farms
continue to request resources for implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs), and as medium sized
farms are mandated to become CAFO compliant.

= Additional component of this program area includes Ag Environmental Management planning grants which
provides SWCDs 75% of the cost of doing AEM planning and technical assistance on farm in priority watersheds.

= Due to demand, funding for the Non Point Source program must be at least maintained at proposed levels to
meet the needs of farm businesses who are mandated to implement water quality projects on their farms.

o Without such funding, the burden of these mandates will fall upon the farmers, who are already facing
financial hardship with low prices received for their product under high costs of production.

Soil & Water Conservation District Stormwater Technical Assistance to State & Local Governments, & Businesses

e The Stormwater Management Program and the partnership with SWCDs, provide an economical delivery
vehicle to help New York meet water quality and public safety goals.

e SWACDs provide direct services to aid in voluntary compliance for municipalities, contractors and engineers.

e SWCDs provide on behalf of NYSDEC Division of Water, complaint investigations, water pollution prevention plan
reviews, construction site inspections, and contractor certification.

e Reimbursement to SWCDs for their services and funding Stormwater Control Specialists, funded by permit fees
associated with the Stormwater Permit, is vital to program success and continued public health and safety.

Funding The Environmental Protection Fund with Real Estate Transfer Tax Revenues
= The intended use for the Real Estate Transfer Tax (RETT) is to finance the EPF to provide for capital programs
that will protect and enhance New York’s natural resources.
e NYACD supports full funding of the EPF by the RETT, and opposed to reductions in the amount of RETT revenue
deposited into the EPF, and also opposed to “sweeps” out of the EPF.
o Reducing the amount of revenue within the EPF hurts all New Yorkers as capacity of EPF funded programs
will suffer putting water quality, human health, and other natural resource programs, at risk.
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Modifications to the State Soil & Water Conservation Law to Legitimize District Programs:
Breadth and scope of SWCDs operations has outpaced various sections of District Law

e Recognize Conservation Education as a role of the SWCDs
o 20% of the State’s SWCDs already have Environmental Educators on staff
o Adding Conservation Education to District Law will provide legislative authority to SWCDs for providing this
service, therefore, recognizing conservation education as a practice that can stand alone in the protection
of natural resources
o Will legitimize programs, and the value of education that cannot be understated as important tool in
preserving and protecting NY’s soil, water and other natural resources.
e Recognize the role of SWCDs in controlling and mitigating the spread of invasive species
o Include invasive species control as an authority of SWCDs
o Giving Districts formal authority to mitigate and control the spread of terrestrial and aquatic invasive
species will provide another tool for Districts to preserve and improve watershed quality to protect
valuable drinking water supplies while enhancing recreational opportunities.

Proposed Changes to the Environmental Conservation Law: Ocean & Great Lakes Ecosystem Conservation Act
Amend Article 14 to recognize the NYS Soil and Water Conservation Committee (SWCC)as a full NY Ocean and Great Lakes
Ecosystem Conservation Council Member as per recommendation of the Ecosystem Based Management report (EBM)
entitled, “Our Waters, Our Communities, Our Future.”

e A no cost legislative action item. The SWCC provides direct guidance to the 58 SWCDs, and has specific EBM
principles within it’s legislative charge. The SWCC administers programs that directly affect our natural resources,
with the SWCDs as the local delivery system. Expansion of the Council offers a practical means for integration of
EBM at the local level.

Proposed Change to NYS Executive Law: Article 42: Waterfront Revitalization of Coastal Areas & Inland Waterways
Change the law to allow Districts to be eligible applicants for the Local Waterfront Revitalization Grant Program
(LWRP) administered by the NYS Department of State (DOS).

e Currently, only eligible applicants are municipalities while the LWRP program has many categories which fall within
the scope of SWCDs. While SWCDs are working with DOS on this grant program, they must go thru the
municipalities, which slows down implementation of projects and increases costs.

e SWCDs as eligible applicants, would allow DOS to work with one entity instead of many municipalities.

Marcellus Shale/gas drilling
With the coming of natural gas exploration in the Southern Tier, there will be a need for monitoring and agricultural
mitigation expertise at the local level to respond to citizen concerns.
e SWCDs historically have been the local contact for landowners and agricultural producers, and have already been
involved in the field with pipeline issues and agricultural mediation as well as erosion and sediment control review.
e SWACDs have the necessary knowledge and expertise to monitor and inspect environmental issues in regards to
natural gas exploration, including well pad development and associated pipeline activities.
e SWCDs have, in the past, been compensated for their time from New York State and DEC for this type of work,
HOWEVER, they are no longer receiving compensation.

The Governor’s budget proposes staff enhancement for oversight of natural gas exploration which includes increased
funding to DEC, which could duplicate many of the duties that SWCDs are already trained and capable of performing.
= In the interest of efficiencies and best use of resources, NYACD supports compensation by DEC and Ag and
Markets to local SWCDs, for responding to the needs of the gas drilling projects in regards to agricultural
mediation and erosion and sediment control, vs. the hiring of new DEC staff to address these same issues.

NYACD is a nongovernmental, nonpartisan, volunteer organization with over 50 years of experience representing
NYS’s 58 Soi l & Water Conser vsofNewYorkddy. st ri ct s,
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To contact the local SWCD in your county, visit nyacd.org for a complete listing of Districts.




