Resolution #4

Submitted by Schuyler County SWCD

A resolution for the New York Association of Conservation Districts to call upon the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service in New York State to provide funding to SWCDs  at the NYS Agriculture and Markets Agricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control Program rates for each hour of assistance SWCD personnel spends on planning, surveying, designing, and making site visits for federal projects and programs.
WHEREAS the New York Association of Conservation Districts, Inc. (NYACD) is an organization representing New York State’s 58 SWCDs in carrying out their objectives in soil, water and related natural resource management, and

WHEREAS NYACD promotes and encourages the valuable partnership between SWCDs, New York State Agriculture and Markets, and the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), and

WHEREAS SWCDs plan, survey, design, implement, and promote local, state and federal programs, and

WHEREAS SWCDs  have increased efforts and time spent on Federal programs, such as but not limited to, EQIP, AMA, GRP, FRPP, WHIP, and WRP due to the decreased amount of NRCS experienced field staff to ensure the success of these valuable programs, and

WHEREAS SWCDs have received a range of no compensation up to 50% compensation contribution agreements for work conducted on Federal Programs, and 

WHEREAS SWCDs statewide are in a financial crisis that can no longer be shouldered alone by New York State, and at our county levels.
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NYACD will work with the NRCS to ensure that compensation at the New York State Agriculture and Markets Agricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control Program recognized current rates (current at the time of reimbursement) to be paid by NRCS for each and every hour spent on Federal program assistance by SWCD personnel statewide.
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