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NYACD Annual Meeting

I hope many of you have already filled out and returned your reservation form for our An-
nual Meeting. NYACD is planning an exciti
conference at the Owego Treadway in Tioga County. The meeting dates are Sunday
afternoon, October 28, through Tuesday, noon, October 30.

The theme of our meeting is Districts at the Crossroad,
because thatodés where we find
sues. You have important decisions to make, and we
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who are in the thick of many issues we face: new fund-
ing regulations and performance standards, the reor-
ganization of NRCS, the gap in training needs and en-
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gineering capability, emergency procedures, climate change, alternative energy, indem-

nification of directors, dam safety regulations and more.
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Firewood
Wedl | also get the chance to meet and con*rat ul ate t
team that represented New York State in t I\iYiCDyearo%
produced a number of top teams in State competition over the years, and finished sev- .
enth in this year6s national event. El\e/lgr?tr;al
We hope many of you will be able to take part in the opening event on Sunday afternoon. CLIMATE, 4
Buses will leave from the Treadway at approximately 2:30 PM. We will be visiting Bob WEATHER &
Amands dairy farm in nearby Candor, where | hgol ! give
This innovative conservation practice generates energy to run his farm while making his W ARMING
nei ghborsé noses happier. Wedl |l also make¢ a stop at
early taste of Halloween. The meeting registration form has a spot to indicate that you FISH & 5
plan to participate in the tour. If you need extra copies of the registration, please contact WILDLIFE
Gregg Bell in Troy (518-629-7645) or your local District office. GRANTS
A very important component of our conference is the annual business meeting, which will NEWS 6
be held on Monday. You will have the opportunity to vote on the candidates for NY- You CAN USE
ACD6s executive board, and you wil!/ be gi ing the As
cuss and vote on this yearo6s resolutions. |[ypRdugngdsS e Ba
the resolutions prior to our meeting. They should be available for review and discussion EVENTS

=

at your Board meetings in September and/or October.

Hope to see you in Owego! Mary Beth Goodwin, Secretary, NYACD
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FIREWOOD QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
FIREWOOD AND INSECTS

v Why is firewood so bad? Other kinds of wood are moved and nobody says

it’s a problem.
Firewood itself isn’'t the problem—what’s bad is moving it from one place to another. The
bark on firewood can harbor insects and diseases that kill trees. Many of these pests have
spread in loads of firewood. Commercial lumber, unlike most firewood, is typically kiln-dried,
which kills most pests.

v What are these bugs that are supposed to be so bad? | don’t see trees

dying from them.
There are many bugs, not native to New York or the U.S. that could kill trees in our
campgrounds, forests and communities. These include the Emerald ash borer, (attacks ash
trees), Asian long-horned beetle (attacks maples and many others) and Sirex woodwasp

(attacks pines). The Emerald ash borer killed millions of trees as it spread from Michigan
to Ohio.

v So why are these bugs such a problem all of a sudden? Where did they

come from?
Along with lower prices, our global economy brings imported goods that often arrive on
wood pallets or in wood crates. The Emerald ash borer and Asian long-horned beetle came
from Asia in wooden packing material. Sirex woodwasp arrived in wood packing, probably
from Europe, but possibly from South America, Australia or Africa.

v Okay, so these bugs kill a few trees. Can’t you just spray or something?
Unfortunately, many of these pests bore deeply into the wood and are not killed by surface
sprays. Effective registered pesticides are not yet available. This leaves our forests unprotect-

(Continued on Page 7)
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NYACD National Events

It is rare that your State Association is the sponsor of a national event. However, in August we made history.
Not only did we sponsor a national event, we sponsored two of them in two different cities, and at the same time!

In Geneva, we ran the hospitality suite for officials of the Canon Envirothon. Among the youthful contenstants
from states and provinces across the continent, there were many adult judges and other officials of the event.
For these people, NYACD ran a five day event at Hobart & William Smith College. We provided New York State
food, wine, and beer. The walls were decorated with scenic | Love New York posters and we had extras to give
away.

We were fortunate to have generous donations from the following Finger Lakes farms and businesses: Amberg
Winery, Billsboro Winery, High Falls Brewing, Mott Juices, Prejean Winery, Red Jacket Orchards, Wagner Vine-
yards. They not only provided good food and drinks for our guests, they presented New York agriculture in a
very positive way. We appreciate all of their donations.

This hospitality operation was very well organized by NYACD Board member Mary Beth Goodwin. It was staffed
by several volunteers, was used heavily and was greatly appreciated. It provided a quiet and comfortable place
for relaxing and networking between officials from numerous states. Altogether, there were about 350 visits to
the hospitality suite by Envirothon officials.

While the Canon Envirothon was finishing up, in Ithaca, | ran a conference for a national audience. It was the
sixth in a series of annual conferences for Executive Directors of State Associations of Conservation Districts,
coordinated by the National Association of Conservation Districts. Located on the campus of Ithaca College, it
was the first one to be held anywhere in the East.

Barbara Silvestri of the State Soil and Water Conservation Committee staff impressed the attendees with the

media training program she runs for Conservation Districts and farmers. People from other states had never

heard of such a good program. Troy Bishopp of the Madison County SWCD impressed the conference with his
passion for his grazing program accomplishments. Glenda Neff gave a great overview of her successes orga-
nizing diverse constituents for improvements in the Farm Bill. Mark Darling, recycling coordinator for Ithaca Col-

|l ege, presented our host icarptsiervicohmemtal résponsbdity.i d pr ogr es

Two field trips rounded out the conference. A tour of the organic farm and two neighborhoods at EcoVillage at
Ithaca provided a living model of efforts to increase environmental sustainability. After the tour, a dinner pre-

pared entirely from food grown within thirty miles deliciously demonstrated the possibility of agricultural sustain-
ability. On the next day, we were treated to a tour

To facilitate moving our guests around, the Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District donated the
use of their van, for which we are grateful.

If you were wondering what special things NYACD did over the summer, we were showcasing conservation in
our state.

by Gregory Bell, Executive Director

of
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Climate, Weather, and Global Warming

Climate, Weather, and Global Warming are three different but obviously con-
nected characteristics of the atmosphere, the thin envelope of gases that en-
close Earth. The three represent our environmental experience over days,
years, and lifetimes. We have barely a century of reliable direct measurement
records of temperature, rain and snowfall, humidity, wind speed and direction,
and air pressure. (Scientists infer longer period information from tree rings,
show and ice layers, and lake and ocean floor drilling cores.)

Climate is a long-term atmospheric condition defined as the sum of regional
weat her conditions over time. Human
recorded experience with climate is that Syracuse, for example, has cold to
frigid winters, relatively mild fall and spring, and warm summers. Within that
noncommittal description, however, there is plenty of room for weather varia-
tion. Prolonged fndeep freezes, 0 bl
events are common. Typically, we d
can, of course, but our distance from and elevation above the oft-flooded
coastal zone means that we are far from most hurricanes, and our varying ele-
vation means that conditions necessary for tornado development are infre-
quent. We do get (and have gotten) local storm event and snowmelt flooding.

[
0

Weather, on the other hand, is the local condition of the atmosphere for short
periods, typically associated with high and low pressure systems that charac-
teristically move from west to east at about weekly intervals, producing rela-
tively short term changing i and often repetitive i conditions of temperature,
precipitation, wind, and storminess. These systems and their specific condi-
tions respond to unchanging rules a
sure, and temperature combine to form weather events. The emphasis here is
on fiunchanging ruleso: they do not

Global warming i one of the two principal types of climate change i is the
relatively long-term planet-wide trend as increasing atmosphere and ocean
temperatures readily exchange heat energy by direct contact, and by the
evaporation and precipitation processes that take place between air and wa-
ter. Warming of the atmosphere is necessary for the start of a new ice age or
glacial period: as evaporation increases, white cloud cover reflects more solar
energy to space shading Earth, setting up longer-term cooling favorable to
build-up of glaciers and ice caps. Warming over the long haul is properly asso-
ciated with the familiar fgreenhous
the Sun heats Earthdés surface, ther
toward space, energy trapped by the atmosphere. Excess warming may be-
come a long-term characteristic of the atmosphere owing to positive feedback
loops such as extensive forest and grassland fires started by lightning in dry
kindling that then release carbon and heat to the atmosphere. Current global
warming is the consequence of the dramatic spurt in human population and in
fossil fuel use associated with the Industrial Revolution. Thus our present chal-
lenge: excess carbon dioxide (from burning fossil fuels and on which plants i
but not animals i thrive), methane (from numbers of individuals and animal
production), and water vapor (from increased temperature and consequent
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terms of years. Global
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evaporation) are particularly effective in trapping the outward-bound long wave radiation.

The amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is, to be straight forward about it, frightening.

Its con-

centration has increased from a pre-Industrial Revolution steady level of about 270 parts per million to the
current 370 parts per million, a thirty-seven percent increase, and methane i 23 times as potent a green-
house gas as carbon dioxide i has increased over the same time period from 233 to 600 million metric

tons/year, nearly a three fold increase(1).

(1) Keppler and R. R ckman, 2007.
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Climate, Weather, and Global Warming

Met hanebés | ife in the atmosphere, however, is much |
on this alarming condition is to reduce consumption of fossil fuels to zero, immediately. However, atmospheric sci-

next fifty to one hundred years. That could lead to a new ice age or eventually a carboniferous age, during which
excess carbon is re-deposited in sediments respired by dead plants. Either would be a challenge to our ingenuity
and survival, not to mention a considerable change in life styles.

Peter E. Black, Distinguished Teaching Professor

of Water and Related Land Resources, Emeritus,
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry,
Syracuse, NY 13210

Fish & Wildlife Grants

Your District might be eligible to receive a grant to protect fish or wildlife. At the conference of Executive Direc-
tors of State Associations of Conservation Districits which we co-sponsored in Ithaca, New York in August, we
all learned about a potential new funding source for District projects. It is called the National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation. Most foundations are not chartered by Congress, but this one was. While it is an independent 501
(c)3 non-profit foundation, its Board members are appointed by the US Secretary of the Interior. Much of the
money which they distribute is federal funds, but they also have impressive connections with numerous major
corporations which provide substantial funding too.

The Foundation has 200 different grant programs. Since its establishment in 1984, it has awarded grants

around the world totalling $1.2 billion. However, despite all of this, they are not well known. To help turn around
their low visibility among Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the Foundation sent Dave Gagner, their Director

of Government Relations and External Affairs from Washington to Ithaca. His task was specifically to inform Dis-
tricts of the Foundationds existence and the availahb
knew that each of wus is a conduit of information to
Executive Directors from eleven states were very interested in hearing the details.

So far, the Foundation has given grants to 93 SWCDs from across the US. With almost 3,000 Districts, that is
not a high percentage. Within New York State, during a recent 30 month period, they gave 36 grants. Of these,
only two were directly given to a District. Some others trickled down to Districts through larger coalitions.

All of this goes to say, that if your District has a project to protect fish or wildlife, |
would |like to recommend that you visit t
/ consider applying for funds. Of course, we wish you well, and would like to know the
results.

by Gregory Bell
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News You Can Use
$900,000 Watershed Grant to Champlain Watershed Improvement Coalition Of New York

Dave Wick, President of the Champlain Watershed Improvement Coalition of New York (CWICNY) and Dis-
trict Manager of Warren County SWCD, reported that the US Environmental Protection Agency has awarded
CWICNY a $900,000 grant for its watershed protection and restoration program! This award is one of 16
such grants throughout the United States in the highly competitive National Targeted Watershed Grants Pro-
gram.

The Lake Champlain program will include stream corridor restoration efforts, agricultural waste management
projects, roadside erosion control programs, stormwater retrofit projects, and much more. The Champlain
watershed in New York covers the counties of Warren, Essex, Clinton, Washington, and Franklin, and work will
be conducted throughout the watershed. This program will span five years, and will target phosphorus reduc-
tions in the watershed to protect water quality.

The EPA contracting process will take six to eight months, so work is anticipated to begin in the spring of
2008. This is great news for Lake Champlain and its watershed. Congratulations!

/|t 6s Time for You to Pl an for Legislative Day

In early February 2008, NYACD will hold another Legislative Day. Now is the time to start planning for au-
thorization from your Board to attend.

It is not too early to start planning now! It is five months until our next Legislative Day. Why not submit your
request now to your Board for authorization for several Board and staff members to be in Albany in Febru-
ary? We need you there to help tell our story.

AEM Media Workshops for Farmers & AEM Partners

The workshops will be geared to issues faced by farmers and AEM partners when responding to media re-
quests, answering questions during town meetings, etc.  The session will be taught by our professional media
training team including the top TV news anchor from a leading station in the Syracuse market, and the top
spokespersons for the dairy industry and environmental issues in New York State.

If you have not yet attended a media workshop, please consider taking this opportunity to learn important
techniques that will help you be a better communicator. If you have attended previous sessions, this is a great
opportunity to move to the next level of training, hone your skills, and get new tips !

Saratoga County Tuesday, October 23, 2007 11AM 84 PM
Saratoga County Building # 5, 50 West High St., Ballston Spa N.Y. 12020

Jefferson County Thursday, November 1, 2007 11AM 04PM
First Pioneer Farm Credit, 25417 Rt. 12 South, Watertown, N.Y. 13601

Livingston County Wednesday, November 7, 2007 11AM 64PM
Genesee River Restaurant, 134 North Main St., Mount Morris, N.Y. 14510

To register or for more details, please email Barbara Silvestri at barb.silvestri@agmkt.state.ny.us
or call 518 -461-6843.
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ed. If spraying is an option, it is typically used only for small groups of of high-value trees on
private property. When Emerald ash borers or Asian long-horned beetles are found, all nearby
trees of the species they attack are cut to prevent spreading. Millions of ash trees have been cut in
attempts to stop the spread of the ash borer.

v So what are DEC and OPRHP doing about this, besides telling people not to

bring firewood from outside the local area around the campground?
They are working with federal agencies, other states and provinces to stop the spread of these
pests and diseases and to safeguard against introduction of others. After Sirex woodwasp was
found in Oswego County, DEC monitored its spread. Although Emerald ash borer has not yet
been found in New York, DEC is trying to determine where it is likely to show up and how it may
spread.

v" What kinds of firewood shouldn’t be moved?

All firewood can harbor dangerous pests or diseases—don’t move any of it. Use only locally

cut firewood. “Local” means from less than 50 miles. Never move wood from a quarantined area.
(States include: Michigan, lllinois, Ohio, New Jersey, New York City, Long Island and the Province
of Ontario.)

FIREWOOD AND CAMPGROUNDS

v Can | gather my own firewood around the campground?

Don’t count on it. Most popular campgrounds may already be picked clean. In areas where fire-
wood gathering has damaged live trees, it may be restricted or banned completely. Dead and
downed wood also provides important habitat for woodland animals and helps to renew the soil.
Campers must be prepared to buy firewood.

v How can | be sure I'll have firewood if | can’t bring it?
Firewood should be available from local vendors. DEC and OPRHP are working to assure that
firewood will be available from local sources.

v" Why pay for firewood when | can bring my own for free?

Most people who camp enjoy being in the woods. Consider the value of the forest compared to a
few dollars saved on firewood. If trees are killed by pests brought in on firewood, what will this
forest look like? Would you still want to camp there? Is firewood free if it kills trees in your
favorite campground...or in your backyard? Why not save weight and space for other gear—food,
beverage, bikes, etc—and burn your own firewood at home? Your children will thank you when
they go camping.

DON’T MOVE FIREWOOD.
OBTAIN IT LOCALLY.

To learn more go to these websites:
www.dec.ny.gov www.nysparks.state.ny.us www.na.fs.fed.us
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NYACD Annual Meeting, Owego, NY, October 28i 30, 2007

NYACD Award Nominations Deadline, September 30, 2007

UPCOMING EVENTS

%

Grazing Workshop for Dairy & Livestock, Rensselaer County, October 9, 2007

NE Small Farm & Rural Living EXpo, New Paltz, NY, October 13 & 14, 2007

2007 Conservation Skills Workshop, October 15-19, 2007

9 Grazing Workshop for Horse Owners, Dutchess County, October 25, 2007

i AEM Media Workshops:

October 23, 2007, Saratoga County
November 1, 2007, Jefferson County
November 7, 2007, Livingston County

October FYI3 Deadline for Articles & September 30, 2007.
Please send articles to Maggie Atkins at matkins@frontiernet.net; Phone: 585-396-9973; Fax: 585-554-4077. Thanks.




